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Abstract
This study investigates the legal dimensions of medical error and its implications
for the criminal responsibility of doctors under Iraqi law. The first section defines
medical error and categorizes its various forms, such as negligence,
recklessness, lack of precaution, and violation of regulations. It also addresses
errors rooted in both human and professional aspects of medical practice,
including insufficient patient communication, lack of consent, diagnostic mistakes,
treatment errors, surgical faults, and inadequate post-treatment care. the second
section explores the pillars of criminal responsibility resulting from medical errors,
focusing on both the material and moral elements of the offense—criminal
behavior, harmful outcome, knowledge, and intent. It further examines the causal
link between the medical error and the criminal result, analyzing theories such as
the equivalence of causes and the adequate cause theory. The study concludes
by reviewing the position of Iraqi law and the penalties imposed on physicians
for their errors. This research aims to provide a balanced and in-depth legal and

ethical perspective on the issue of medical error and accountability.
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